OUR AMBASSADOR KING

way remarkable. In the context of the Prince's day-to-
day life they call for no special emphasis.

The Southern English have a habit of stressing the
human side of members of the Royal Family as if it were
the exceptional side; a habit of describing the Royal
Family as if its members were displaying great con-
descension in not being condescending. It is our way of
showing respect. In this we are open to criticism; for
undoubtedly it is a way of make-believe. Watch the
crowd at the Wimbledon centre court when the King
and Queen are present. It is near enough to realise that
the King and Queen are kindly human beings. It has
plenty of evidence of that fact if the match is an exciting
one. Yet for the most part it persists in taking an unreal
view, a view in which the geniality of the King and Queen
becomes a matter for continual surprise instead of one
to be always assumed. In this respect, the attitude of the
Northern English and of the people of the Dominions
and Colonies is more complimentary by far. It is the
honest-to-goodness, no-nonsense attitude which, how-
ever roughly it may sometimes be expressed, rests upon
a more solid, because less sentimental, regard.

The Prince is better pleased by that attitude than by
any other. But he still meets people who are unaware of
his preference, or, if they are aware of it, are shy of
approaching him on a strictly human basis. Here is an
instance. The Prince has no greater aversion than
publicity on private occasions. The majority of London
theatre managers know it well, and allow him to visit
their theatres without calling attention to his presence.
But there are others. On one occasion the Prince, having
telephoned for seats at a theatre, arrived a few minutes
late that he might take his seat unobserved. He found
that the manager had delayed the curtain-rise until his
arrival, and as he entered the whole audience stood.
Soon after the play had begun, he left the theatre as a
protest. (But a few nights later he visited the play again
and afterwards congratulated the leading actor on his